What is the problem?

e Half of the people who go to prison return
to prison inside two years (50% recidivism)

e High cost of imprisonment in Tasmania
(5472/day/person; $172,000/year)

e Social, emotional and economic costs to
employment, housing and families

Problem solving courts have a different
approach to justice delivery based on the
philosophy of therapeutic Jurisprudence which
presents the law as a therapeutic agent,
focusing on the law’s impact on emotional life
and on psychological wellbeing. Therapeutic
jurisprudence is humanising the law.

This represents a move away from a focus on
individuals and their criminal conduct to
offender problems and their solutions. These
courts attempt to deal with the problems which
may have contributed to an offender’s recurring
criminal behaviour reflecting a realisation by
courts and legislators that social problems may
require social rather than solely legal solutions.

The Sentencing Act

The Sentencing Act provides for compliance
rewards, such as verbal praise and decreased
frequency of court visits, supervisions, drug
testing, community work and the removal of
sanctions, thus reducing the balance of time to
be served.

What is Just Desserts?

With representation from volunteer organisations
and individuals, Just Desserts assists and
complements the work of the Court Mandated Drug
(CMD) treatment program of the Magistrates Court.

Stopping repeat offending is often best achieved
with  tailored, appropriate diversion and
rehabilitation programs promoting desistance from
offending behaviours.

What does Just Desserts do?

Working with community members, Just Desserts
establishes and maintains a wide range of valuable
items and services for use in rewarding participants
in the CMD program as they achieve various stage-
related goals. Rewards are available for individuals
exhibiting conforming behaviour and that recognise
special efforts.

® (Collect incentives (e.g., teddy bears) for
offenders engaged in the drug diversion
program

® Raise money to buy suitable incentives (e.g.,
movie tickets)

®» Speak to community groups (e.g., Rotary)
about criminal justice issues

® Participate in community forums dealing with
criminal  justice and alternatives to
incarceration

® Distribute information about drug diversion
alternatives and related progressive criminal
justice reforms (e.g., briefing papers)

Just Desserts Aims

® To assist the drug court in providing
tangible rewards to offenders in a way that
is transparent and supports the practices
of the program;

® To provide a link between community and
the drug court by being the key group for
the tangible rewards scheme, steering
fundraising efforts and ensuring a
successful collaboration between local
charities, corporates and the drug court;

® To discuss issues of concern such as
criticisms and ensure appropriate rewards
are acquired through communication with
the public, the Chief Magistrate and
Community Corrections.

® To be a positive promoter of the
therapeutic justice courts operating in
Tasmania in order to increase public
awareness and muster local support;

® To operate as a partner with the
Magistrates Court with respect to the
promotion of the drug court; and

® To operate within the rules and procedures
of the Law Society and other relevant laws
and regulations.



Holistic approach

Responding to harmful drug use necessarily
crosses the boundaries of criminal justice,
health and welfare, and education.

Interventions surrounding drug use and
abuse require both a sensitivity to social
context and an appreciation of the
importance of adopting holistic and
multifaceted approaches to the problem.

Just Desserts does not reward offending but
provides incentives for assist the healing
Individuals who are part of our community.
Healing is a collective project with
individual, communal and societal benefits.

Building positive futures is far more
important than simply penalising people for
their past.

There is a duality of responsibility:

e on the part of the individual (for the
harms associated with offending)
and

e on the part of the wider society (for
the harms associated with social
circumstance).

All should contribute to the wellbeing of all.
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Just Desserts is delivered by committed
volunteers and is funded only by donations (from
community-based groups, individuals and local
businesses). All donations welcomed.

For copies of our Briefing Papers or to learn more
about how we contribute to community safety
and well-being, contact:

justdesserts.drugcourt@gmail.com
or view our website

www.onesimus.org.au/jd-justdesserts
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